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Attachment C 

New York Stale Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET 

Program: Stale Rales· Equalization Rales (Dala Collection; Makel Analysis; Data Analysis and Review: and Calculatlon) Part 1 

Mandate: 
Section 202(b} of the RPTL mandates the establlshment of slate equalization rates and Article ~2 of the RPTL contains additional mandales regarding 
how and when equalization rates are established. 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
State equalization rates measure the level of assessment in each city and lown each year. The major uses of these rales Include the apportionment 
of taxes by school dIstricts and counties, the determination of slate aId \0 education, the determination of various exemption amounts and the use by 
taxpayers to show inequilles in assessments. In municlpalilles that are conducllng reassessments the establishment of equalizallon rates are based 
on ratio studies and the review of the market analysis done by the local assessor. In municipalities lhat are not conducting reassessments the 
establishment of eQualizalion rales are based on raUo studies and the appraisal of a sample of properties wilhln the municipality. The first State 
equalizal10n program was established in 1859 and the funcUon was moved to this agency's predecessor in 1949. The first rates were established by 
that body in 1954. 

The four major components of the equaHzation rate process are: 1) Data Collectlon ~ the collection. review, processing and analysis of assessment roll 
and sates data for use in the equatlzalion program. 2) Market Analysis ~ the review of the real estate market data 10 estimate the market value of each 
of the approximately 1,000 assessing units. 3) Data Analysis and Review ~ Ihe sharing of data with local govemments and the review of data 
submitted by local governments prior to the establishment of equalization rates. 4) Calculation· the administration of the rate process including the 
establ1shment of tentative equalization rates, Ihe complaint review process and the establishment of final equalization rates. 

Issues: 
There are'approxlmately 1,000 assessing units in the state and the median number of parcels In an assessing unit is approximately 2,000. It Is difficult to accurately 
determine the equalization rates in municipalities that havea small number of parcels and few property sales. In addilion, In municipalities that are nol conducting a 
reassessment. ORPS has the added expense of conducting appraisals of Individual parcels. We could reduce our costs if more municipalities joined together to 
form larger assessing units and If they conducted reassessments on at least a periodic basis. 

Popuiation Served:
 
Local taxing jurisdiclions for use In apportioning taxes, the Education Department for use in determining stale aid and taxpayers for
 
use In showing assessment lnequiUes.
 

Performance Measures:
 
Estabtlshmenl of equalization rates at least 30 days prior to the levy of taxes. The percentage of equalization rates that are equal 10 the level of
 
assessment claimed by the assessor. The number of equalizat10n rates established.
 

C:\Documenls nnd Seffings\bdrynn\Locnl SeUlngs\Tcmpornry Inlemet Flles\Conll!ntOuUoo~\16FVYHH2IStale Rales· EqualiZllllon Rales PM 1 (EqualiZllHon Rales),l<ls 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET 

Program: Slate Rates· Equalization Rates (Data Collection: Make! Analysis; Dala AnalysIs and Review; and CalculaUon) Part 1 

Mandate: 
Section 202(b) of the RPTL mandales the establishment of slale equalization rales and Article 12 of the RPTL contains additional mandales regarding 
how and when equalization rates are established. 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
State equallzation rates measure the level of assessmenlln each city and town each year. The major uses of lhese rates include Ihe apportionment 
of taxes by school districts and counties, the determination of stale aid 10 education, the delenninatlon of various exemption amounts and the use by 
taxpayers to show Inequilles in assessments. In municipalities that are conducting reassessments the establishment of equalizaUon rates are based 
on ratio studies and the review of the market anatysis done by the local assessor. In municipalities that are not conducting reassessments the 
establishment of equalization rates are based on ralio studies and the appraisal of a sample of properties within the municipality. The first Stale 
equalization program was established In 1859 and the function was moved to this agency's predecessor in 1949. The first rales were established by 
that body in 1954. 

The four major components of the equalization rate process are~ 1) Data Collection ~ the collection, review. processing and analysis of assessment roll 
and sales data for use in the equalization program. 2) Market Analysis * the review of the real estate market data 10 estimate the market value of each 
of the apprOXimately 1.000 assessing units. 3) Data Analysis and Review * the sharing of data wilh local governments and the review of data 
submitted by local govemments prior to the establishment of equalizallon rates. 4) Calculation· the administration of the rate process including the 
establishment of tentative equalization rates. Ihe complaint review process and the establishment of final equalization rates. 

Issues: 
There are'approximately 1,000 assessing units in the state and the median number of parcels in an assessing unit is approximately 2.000. It is difficult to accurately 
determine the equalization rates in municipalities that have a small number of parcels and few property sales. In addition, in municipalities thai are not conducting a 
reassessment, ORPS has the added expense of conducting appraisals of individual parcels. We could reduce our costs If more municipalities joined together to 
form targer assessing units and If they conducted reassessments on at least a periodic basis. 

Population Served:
 
Local taxingjurlsdicUons for use in apportioning taxes, the Education Department for use In determining state aid and taxpayers for
 
use in showing assessment inequities.
 

Performance Measures: 
Establishment of equalization rates at least 30 days prior to the levy of taxes. The percentage of equalization rates that are equal to the level of 
assessment claimed by the assessor. The number of equalization rates established. 

C;\OoCl!menls nnd Sctung~\bdl)'<ln\toC1l1 Scltlng~\Tcmpornry lnlernel Fllc~\ConlcnlO\.l1Jaok\1GFVYHH2\Slole Roles· Eq\.lollrnlion Roles Porl1 (Eq\.loUzolJon Rlllc~).xls 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Slale Rales ~ Equalization Rates (inc. Residential Assessment Ratios) Part 2 

Mandate:
 
Section 738 of the RPTL mandates the eSlabllshmenl of residential assessment ratios (RAR).
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
Section 738 of the RPTL requires ORPS 10 establish a residenlial assessment ratio (RAR) for every assessing unl\. The RAR represents the ratio of asseSSed 
value 10 marital value for residential property In a municipality. The RAR can be used be owners of residential property as evidence in challenging their 
assessments. The RAR is needed because in some municipalities the level of assessment fDr residential property Is significantly lower than the overall level 
of assessment In the municipality. The RAR law was enacted In 1981 and was modified in 2008 to change how the RAR is calculated. It is now the level of 
assessment of residential property used In the calculation of the state equallzaUon rate. 

Issues: 
Section 305 of the RPTL requires that all real property in each assessing unit shall be assessed at a uniform percentage of value. If every munIcipality in the 
state was In compliance with section 305, we would not need residential assessment ratios. We should encourage every munlcipallly to be in compliance 
with section 305. 

Population Served: 
Owners of residential properties for use In grieving their assessments. 

Performance Measures: 
Establishment of residential assessment ratios alleast 60 days prior to tentative roll date. 

C:\Doeumenls rmd Selllng~\bdryan\LoeaJ Se1tlllg~ITcmpornry Illlemc! FllesICon1rmLOuUook\16FVYHH2\SIi!lc R<lle~ - Equ<lI\ullion Rales PiII12 (Rc~ldeIlUal As~es~menl Ral1os1,xl~ 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

State Rates- Appraisals Program: 

Mandate:
 

Section 202(b) of the RPTL mandates the establishment of state equalization rates.
 

M:mdated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Bacl{ground: 

State equalization rates measure the level of assessment in each city and town each year. In municipalities that urc not conducting reassessments, one of the 
methodologies used 10 establish equalization rates is a statistical sample ofpnrcels using appraisals. ORPS visits non~reassessment communities nnd values 
specific parcels identified in the statistical sampling. TIlis estimate of full value is compared to assessed values to delennine the equaJizntion rate. The increase 
in the number of municipalities conducting reassessments has helped to reduce the number of appraisaJs needed. 

Issues: 

The number of individuaJ parcel appraisals has decreased with the advent of the annual reassessment program. However, each year, ORPS still conducts 
Ilppraisals for approximately 4000 parcels out of the over 5.5 million parcels in New York State. These apprisnls are completed annually for approximately 
20% of the States assessing units. In addition, appraisals of over 4600 Non·Forest Taxable State Owned Land parcels are completed periodically. 

Population Served: 

Local tnxingjurisdictions for use in apportioning taxes, the Education Department for use in determining state aid nnd for taxpayers for use in showing 
assessment inequities. 

Performance Measures: 

Appraisals are completed in time to establish equalization rates at ,least 30 days prior to the levy of taxes 

C;\Do~ument~ ond SetUngs\bdryon\local Sellings\Tcmporary Inlernet Flles\Con,enLOullook\10FVYHH2\Stllte Roles- Appralsals,l:I~ 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Properly Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Slate Rates ~ Other Rates/Ralics Part 1 (Apportionment Rates) Program: 

Mandate:
 
Seetlcn 847 of Ihe RPTL mandales the establishment of apportionment rates for the apportionment of county taxes and section 1316 of the RPTL mandates
 
the establishment of apportionment rales for the apportionment of schoollaxes.
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
Sections 847 and 1316 of the RPTL provide an optional alternative method for apportioning taxes In school districts and counties that conlaln a large property
 
thai is assessed al a significanlly different level of assessment than olher property In Ihe municipality. Without the use of apportionment rates, this situation
 
may lead to disparil1es in the apportionment of taxes. For example, if a town contains a large property and assesses it at a significantly higher percentage Df
 
value than olher property in the town, school taxes on homes within Ihe tDwn will tend to be lower than schoollaxes on comparable homes In other towns in
 
the same taxing jurisdictiDn. The Dbjective Df these laws Is tD give the taxing jurisdiction the ability to eliminate these disparities among the non-large
 
properties, so that comparable properties within the taxing jurisdictlDn pay similar amounts in taxes. The law requires ORPS tD establish lhese apPDrtlDnment
 
rates and then gives the local taxing jurisdictiDn the DptiDn to use the rates in the apPDrtiDnment Df taxes. In 2007 we established apportionment rales for 28
 
'municipalities. In 2007 there were no schoDI districts and nD counties that opted to use the apportiDnment rates. These laws were enacted in 2002.
 

Issues: 
1) SectiDn 305 of the RPTL requires that all real property in each assessing unll shall be assessed at a uniform percentage Df value. Apportionment rales are
 
only established when a municipality is significantly over-assessing or under*assesslng a large property. If every municipality in the stale was in compliance
 
wlth section 305, we would not need to eslablish any apportionment rates. 2) In 2007 Ihere were no school districts and no cDuntles thaI opted to use Ihe
 
apportionment rates. Based on items 1 and 2 we should consider repealing secl1Dns 847 and 1316 of the RPTL.
 

Population Served:
 
Local government (approximately 30 school districts and 15 counties -the number vary by year based on assessment practices) and taxpayers In these laxing
 
jurisdictions.
 

Performance Measures: 
Establishment of apportionment rale wilhin 5 days of establishment of final Stale equalization rales. 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Slale Rates M Olher Rales/Ratios Part 2 (Segment Rates) 

Mandate: 
Section 1230 of the RPTL mandates the eslabl1shment of segment rates for 10 specific school districts for use In Ihe aid to education formula and section 
1314(2) of the RPTL mandales the establish of segment rales for school lax apportionment. 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
Seclion 1230 requires ORPS 10 establish segment rates for 10 specific school districts. These rales are used instead orlhe Stale equalization rale to
 
determine the tolal value of property in the school district fOf use In the stale aid to education formula. These rales are needed because historically the level
 
of assessment in these school district segments are al a higher level than the municipal-wide level of assessment. Section 1314{2) allows any taxpayer 10
 
request a segment rate if they can show that the level of assessment in a school district segment Is significanlly different than the municipal-wide level of
 
assessment. In a typical year we receive requests for segment rates for approximately 5 to 10 school districl segments. In 2008 we received requests for 7
 
school district segments and ORPS established segment rates for 5 of these segments. Section 1230 was enacted in 1992 and was amended In 200610
 
add an additlonal school district. Section 1314 was enacted In 1958.
 

Issues:
 
Sectlon 305 of the RPTL requires that all real property in each assessing unit (excluding Nassau County and New York clty) shall be assessed at a uniform
 
percentage of value. Segment rales are only needed when the level of assessment in a school district is significantly different than the municipal-wide level
 
of assessment. If every municipality in the state was in compliance with section 305, we would not need to establish any segment rates. We should
 
encourage every municipality to be in compliance with secllon 305 so that we can repeal sections 1230 and 1314(2) of the RPTL.
 

Population Served:
 
Local government (approximately 15 school districts· the number vary by year based on assessment practices) and taxpayers in these school districts. The
 
State Education Department.
 

Performance Measures:
 
Establishment of segment rates pursuant to section 1230 within 30 days of establishment of final state equalizal10n rates and establishment of segment rates
 
pursuanlto section 1314(2) alleast 30 days prior to school tax levy.
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Attachment C 

New Yorl< State Office of Real Property SelVlces
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: State Rates - Other Rates/Rallos Part 3 (Special Ratios) 

Mandate: 
Article 12A of the RPTL mandates Ihe establishment of special raUos for Ihe Big 5 cities (Buffalo, New York, Rochester, Syracuse and Yonkers) and Article 
128 of Ihe RPTL mandates the establishment of special ratios for city school districts. 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Bacl<ground: 
Special ratios are established for the 81g 5 cities for use in computing constitutional tax and debt limits. Special ralles are established for the clly school 
districts for use in computing constitutional debt limits. Spedal rallos are a set or five ratios that measure Ihe value of property in a munlclpallty as of five 
different valuation dates. Prior to Ihe law requiring the establishment of special ratios, tax and debt limits were determined using state equalization rates that 
are based on properly values at a single point In lime. Because the special ratios are based on five different valuatlon dates, they are less likely to result In 
rapid Increases or decreases in esllmates of properly values and therefore tax and debt limits. The legislatlon mandating special ratios was enacted In 1968. 

Issues: 
There are simpler and less cosily methods to avoid fluctuation in lax and debt limits that would not require ORPS to establish special ratios. Any change to
 
the law would impaclthe Big 5 cities and cUy school districts and would probably face scrutiny from these local governments.
 

Population Served:
 
Local govemment (5 clties and 70 school districts).
 

Perform,!lnce Measures: 
Establishment of special ratios at least 120 days prior 10 the start of the fiscal year for the city or city school district. 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET 

Program: Slate Rates - Other Rates/Ratios Part 4 (Village Rates) 

Mandate:
 
Section 202(b) of the RPTL mandales the establishment of slale equalizatlon rales and Article 12 of Ihe RPTL contains additional mandales regarding
 
how and when equalization rates are established,
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
Villages In New York Stale are localed within towns. The lowns are responsible for developing assessed values for every parcel within their 
municipality and producing an assessment roll. Villages have the option of using the town assessment roll 10 levy taxes or to create their own 
separate and distinct assessment roll. Approximately 75 percent of Ihe villages in New York Stale have opted to use the town assessment roll to levy 
taxes. The other 142 villages have decided to be assessIng units. In these 142 villages the property owner has both a village assessment and a town 
assessmenl. ORPS is required to establish state equalizalJon rates for the 142 villages that have opted to be assessing units. 

State equalization rates for villages measure the leve! of assessmenlln each village assessing unit each year. The major uses of these rates include 
the determiqation of special franchise assessments, the determination of c!"rtain exemption amounls, the delermination of tax limits and the use by 
taxpayers to show inequil1es in assessments. The first State equalization program was established in 1859 and the function was moved 10 this 
agency's predecessor in 1949. The first rates were e~tablished by that body in 1954. 

Issues: 
The 142 villages that prepare assessment rolls are duplicating the work that is performed by the town. If these 142 villages opted 10 use the town assessment roll
 
then ORPS would nol need to establish equalization rale for these villages.
 

Population Served:
 
The 142 villages that opled to be assessing units.
 

Performance Measures: 
Establishment of finat equalization rales prior to the levy of taxes. 
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Attachment C 

New York Stale Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Slate Assessments ~ State Owned Land Assessment Approvals 

Mandate:
 
Section 404, 532, 533, 534, 536, 542, 545 RPTL
 

Section 15~2115 and THle 3, Article 49, Environmental Conservation Law
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None. 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
The practice of taxing Slale land In New York began in 1866, when legislation permitting taxation of stale-{)wned land In the Adirondack and Catskill regions 
was enacted, SInce then, taxable status has been extended to other types of land throughout the slale. Section 404 of the RPTL stales that lands owned by 
the Slate are generally exempt from laxation. However, certain lands owned by the Stale are taxable for specific laxIng purposes in accordance with various 
sections of Ihe Real Property Tax Law and Environmental Conservation Law. 

Staff reviews new acquisitions of State land and determines whether the properly'ls taxable or exempt in accordance with statute. Staff is also required to 
provide a list of taxable State land to each municipall1y on an annual basis (currently 477 municipalities). Locally determined assessments of taxable State 
land are reviewed and approved by ORPS annually. If staff finds that state owned land Is being overwassessed, a grievance will be filed in order to protect the 
State's Interest. Staff will also recommend whether judicial review of the assessments is also appropriate. Staff makes a determination of over-assessment 
based on the valuation of both forest and non-forest property by regional staff. In the case of forested property, staff provides their values to assessing units 
upon reques!. 

The Office of Real Property Services is also responsible for determining the taxable status of conservation easements as well as the establishment of any 
transition assessments and Adirondack Park or River Regulating District aggregate additional assessments. 

Issues: 
, New York State paid approximately $173 million in property taxes on the 2007 assessment roll. The decision by Judge Walker in DlIlenberg v. Pataki (Nov. 

2007) found inequities In the current statutory approach to whether State owned land Is taxable or nol. The supervisor of the Town of Arkwright challenged the 
constitutionality of various NYS statutes related to whether the State pays taxes or not on land it owns. The court recognized that there is a disparity in taxes 
imposed upon State-owned lands located In some municipalities but not on the same type of property located in others. The court further found that there is 
no rational basis for the different treatment and "permanently enjoined Defendants, their agents and employees, from paying taxes andlor payments in lieu of 
taxes on State-owned land to counties, municipalities, school districts or special districts In some communities In New York State while not paying taxes on 
State-owned land similarly situated elseWhere in New York State.~ The order is stayed pending appeal, which the Attorney General has filed. The Court's 
decision relative to the appeal may have a dramatlc impact on the amount of taxes paid by New York State as well as the workload of the unit responsible for 
administering the State Land program. 

Population Served:
 
New York State (as a taxpayer), Local government officIals and taxpayers.
 

Performance Measures: 
In 1997 New York State's projected tax payments on State owned land was $94,797,287. Ten years later, the projected lax payments 
are $173,234.914 - an Increase of 84%. 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: State Assessments ~ Special Franchise Assessments 

Mandate: 
RPTL Section 202 (a), RPTL Article 6 

Mandated Funding Levet: 
The special franchise program Is self funding. All costs are charged back \0 the owners of special franchise property. 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
For over 100 years, utility property located in the public right of way has been subject to a Special Franchise Assessment. The annual assessment of special 
franchise is the responsibl1lly of the Slale Board of Real Property Services, and the preparation of special franchise full values/assessments for the Board is a 
function of Slate Valuation Services (SVS). The assessment process requires the acquisition of valuation dala principally from the owners of the franchises, 
assessors and regulatory agencies. Data Is valued and analyzed to compute the special franchise, both the right 10 occupy the public right of way and the 
tangible real property. Annually ORPS certifies approximately 6,500 special franchise values to over ·1100 municipalities and 200 companies with a market 
value In excess of $34.9 bll1lon dollars, ORPS's working relalionshlp with Local Government and Special Franchise Owners has reduced the number of 
complaints filed. 

Issues: 
Valuation of CATV & Telecommunication property, Lack of enforcement of filing inventory requirements, current and potential future litigation 

Population Served:
 
Local Government ( (statewide) I taxpayers (utillly companies)
 

Performance Measures: 
Final Special Franchise Assessmentsl full values delivered 30 days before tentative roll date. 
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Attachment C 

New York Stale Ortice of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Slate Assessments ~ Railroad Ceilings 

Mandate:
 
RPTL Section 202 (m); RPTL Article 4, Titles 2A & 28
 

Mandated Funding Level:
 
The railroad ceiling program is self funding. All costs associated with the program are charged back to the owners of railroad transportation property.
 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
ORPS computes a railroad ceiling for all rallroad transportation property, in each assessing unit, where property is located. The ceiling Is the maximum 
amount of assessed value that can be used when levying taxes on railroad transportatlon properly. The difference between the Slate's established ce1l1ng 
and the locally determined assessment is the exemption. tn practice, most assessors do not independently value rallroad property, but rather they assess the 
property using the actual ceiling values. Local Governments in most cases lack Inventory and the technical knowledge and experience to value rallroad 
transportation properties. Each assessment roll ORPS certifies approximately 420 Railroad Ceillngs with a estimated market value over $1.5 billion dollars. 

Issues: 
2009 Railroad Ceilings will see a substanllal decrease In values due to the Railroad Infrastructure Act of 2002 

Population Served:
 
Local Government (400 citles/towns)/taxpayers (Railroad Owners)
 

Performance Measures: 
Final Railroad Ceilings delivered 30 dates before Tentative Rolf Date. 99% of Railroad Cell1ngs met the performance standard. 
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Attachment G 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Slate Assessments· Oil & Gas Assessment Ceilings 

Mandate:
 
TWa 5 of Article 5 Section 594
 

Mandated Funding Level:
 
The oil & gas program Is self funding. All costs are charged back 10 all and gas producers.
 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
Article 5 of the Real Property Tax Law (RPTL) provides a uniform, statewide method of valuing oil and gas producing propertIes for real property tax purposes, 
It mandales Ihe assessment of oil and gas properties In production separately from all other inlerests In the property (e.g., land, buildIngs). ORPS is 
responsible for determining and certifying the appropriate unit of productlon value for use in Ihe assessment of all and gas rights. ORPS annually establishes 
these unlls of production values and certifies them to assesSors for Use in assessing oil and gas economic units. For oil, the unit of producUon value Is a 
dollar amount per barrel (bbl) of oit produced. For gas, the unl( of production value is a doltar amount per 1,000 cubic feet (mer) of gas produced. With interest 
In exptoration of the Marcellus Shale and Trenton Black River, the annual producllon'in New York State has increased the program's awareness because of 
this Interest in gas exploration. 

Issues: 
Lack of filing Inventory requirements Lack of
 
uniformity in assessment of Oit & Gas Properties If done by Local Government
 

Population Served:
 
Local Government I Taxpayers (Oil & Gas Producers)
 

Performance Measures: 
Final Oil & Gas Unit of Production Values established 60 days before Tentatlve Roll Date. 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: State Assessments - Agricultural Assessment Ceilings
 

Mandate:
 
Article 25AA Agriculture and Markets Law also known as the Agricultural Districts Law.
 

Mandated Funding Level:
 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
This law was enacted in 1971. The responsibilities of administering the agricultural assessment program include computing
 
agricultural assessment values and annually certifying them to assessors. A visible component of the Agricultural Districts Law
 
of the Department of Agriculture and Markets, agricultural assessments provide property tax relief to farmland in areas where
 
nonagricultural pressures cause land to be valued higher than the agricultural assessment value. Grounded in the state's
 
constitution, the program contributes to the State's overall policy of maintaining a strong, competitive economic climate for New
 
York State's agricultural Industry.
 

Issues:
 
Cornell University has completed a preliminary study on general farm valuation, a continuation of that study will be sought next
 
fiscal year.
 

Population Served:
 
Local Government (800 +/- cities/towns) and taxpayers (agrlculturallandowriers- 66,000 parcels or about 5 million acres
 
exemption value $4.8 billion)
 

Performance Measures: 
Agricultural Assessment Values are computed annually and certified to assessors to be used in their exemption calculation by 
January 1. 
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Attachment G 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Reassessment Support - General Support 

Mandate: 
Section 202 (e) RPTL states that the State Board shall have the general supervision of the function of assessing throughout the 
state, and Section 202 (I) states in part that the State Board shall advise and assist assessors and other officials whose duties 
relate to assessments. 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None. 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
This program involves the functions perfonmed by ORPS to help local governments prepare for, and complete, real property 
reassessment projects. ORPS staff have skills in the areas of public relations, project planning, contractor relations, parcel 
inventory data collection, technical software necessary to value parcels and administer the property tax, parcel valuation, 
reassessment processes, etc. ORPS has been consulting with and building the capacity of local governments to perform these 
critical functions since the Assessment Improvement Act in the 1970's. The reassessments themselves are important for the 
equitable distribution of the real property tax, and provide vital data to ORPS that is necessary to keep the costs of our other 
statutory programs under control (such as the State Equalization Rate program). 

Issues: 
Over time ORPS has moved from a model of direct involvement where we perfonmed some of the reassessment functions
 
directly, to a model where we consult with the local governments to help them manage the reassessment project or help them
 
build their internal capacity to complete further reassessments in the future. Also, there is no statutory mandate for periodic
 
completion of reassessment. For these reasons there is great variation across the State in the level of assessment equity
 
achieved by local governments. This is all occurring in an environment of strained resources and limited access to the expertise
 
needed to effectively provide fairness to taxpayers.
 

Population Served:
 
Taxpayers of the State, including individual citizens and businesses. Local governments that rely upon the real property tax,
 
including the counties, cities, towns and school districts. Various State agencies that ultimately use assessments, in
 
conjunction with equalization rates, for a variety of fiscal measures and formulas (e.g. - School Aid, Municipal revenue sharing,
 
tax and debt limits).
 

Performance Measures: 

50.6% Percentage of Assessing Units completing a reassessment within the last three years. 
Number of Assessing Units completing a reassessment: 

2008 335 2004 372 2000 193 
2007 326 2003 335 1999 107 
2006 338 2002 316 1998 143 
2005 329 2001 255 1997 102 

86% Customer Satisfaction Rating (Reassessment Support) 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Reassessment Support * Advisory Appraisals 

Mandate:
 
RPTL Seclion 1544 State Advisory Appraisals Service
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
The advisory appraisal program was founded as a service to local governments with the enactment of the assessment improvement legislation of 1970; 
Article 15*A seelion 1544 of the Real Property Tax Law. 1\ requires the Office of Real Property Services to provide advisory appraisals upon request for 
taxable public u!1lily properties and other highly complex properties that meet certain requirements. Though the property lax is purely a tocallax, by its 
pervasiveness and size of collections. It is a key component of the Slale*local fiscal relationship. Because both the State and local governments have a stake 
in the fair administration of the tax, the 1970 Act sought to build capaclly in both levels of government. The State was to have a role in providing specialized 
technIcal advice to local governments that their own resources would not allow them to olhervvise obtain, Annually ORPS provides approximately 1,800 utility 
appraisals and 39 Industrial appraisals to 330 reassessment communllies. For Ihe past 3 assessment rolls, local govemments used over 95% of ORPS 
estimates of market value. This allowed ORPS to accept the Class D estimate for 87% of the 338 municipalities. For the remainder of Ihe 13% , ORPS was 
able to accept the municipality's ove'rall stated LOA. 

Issues: 
Defense of Advisory Appraisals for Local Government in case of litigation. For 201 0 New York City has requested utility advisory appraisals
 

Population Served:
 
Local Government (300~350 citiesflowns) and taxpayers (ulility companies)
 

Performance Measures: 
Delivery no later than March 1, 60 days before Tentatlve Roll Dale, Survey Local Govemments each cycle for use of Advisory Appraisals (over 95% 
acceptance by local governments) 
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Attachment C 

New Yorl< State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: RPS (Real Property System) Computer System Development and Support 

Mandate: 
Section 202(e) of Ihe RPTL stales that the Siale Board shall have general supervision of Ihe function of assessing throughout the slale. section 202 (f) slales
 
in part that Ihe Siale Board shall advise and assist assessors and other officials whose duties relate \0 assessments, and section 202 (g) states thai the State
 
Board shall furnish assessors with such informallon and instructions as may be necessary or proper to aid Ihem In making assessments,
 

Mandated Funding Level:
 
The law allows us to charge Ihe users of RPS (cities, lowns, villages and counUes) the cost for developing and maintaining Ihe system. We currently collect
 
approximately $1 million In fees from the local users each year.
 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
The agency has developed and supports a computer software system known as the Real Property 'System (RPS) that is used by approximately 95 percent of
 
the local governments In the State for use in assessment adminlstraUon, RPS offers local governments a uniform means of producing mandated assessment
 
products, including assessment rolls, tax bills, tax collection documents and assessment change notices, In addlllon, the RPS system offers a means for
 
maintaining the Inventory information for all properties In a municipality, a system for undertaking a mass appraisal of properties and limited GIS capabllities.
 
As an integrated statewide system, RPS also allows ready access by the agency to local assessment data, including parcel inventory records and sales and
 
this allows ORPS to perform its other functions with greater efficiency.
 

The agency's responsibilities with RPS are splil between 1) the development and maintenance of computer system code that maintains and enhances the
 
functioning of the system; and 2) the support of the local users of the system, Including training users, answering questions and assisting users operate the
 
system.
 

Issues: 
The current version of RPS has been In Use for nine years and Is becoming more expensive 10 maintain and support. The current version was designed for 
individual desktop user in a stand-atone environment We should start exploring the possibility of developing a new web based version of RPS that will 
promote consoHdaUon of processing, 

Population Served: 
Taxpayers of the State, Including individual citizens and bUSinesses, Local governments that rely upon the reat property tax, including the counlles, c1lies, 
towns and school districts. Various State agencies thaI use the assessment data, including the Department of Tax and Finance for use in the Middle Class 
STAR rebate progral}l, 

Performance Measures: 
Annual release of the updated version of RPS by January 31, 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET· 

Program: Local Support - Regional Support 

.Mandate: 
Section 202 (e) RPTL states that the State Board shall have the general supervision of the function of assessing throughout the 
state, and Section 202 (f) states in part that the State Board shall advise and assist assessors and other officials whose duties 
relate to assessments. 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None. 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
This program involves services provided by Regional staff to help build and maintain the capacity of the local assessment 
community. This involves training in the day to day functions that an assessor is required to perform involving topics such as 
public relations, dealing with the municipal governing body and BAR, exemption processing, filing of the assessment and tax 
rolls, inventory collection, sales corrections, technology issues, etc. This also involves working with the local assessment 
community to analyze and agree upon market conditions and the local level of assessment (LOA) which is ulimately used to 
determine equalization rates and reduce equalization rate complaints. Many of theses tasks are performed by regional 
Customer Relationship Managers (CRMs), the face of ORPS. This program discription does not lnvolve support and training 
regarding RPS software, and does not involve support for local reassessment projects, as these two functions are included in 
other proqram area descriptions. 

Issues: 
There is a constant turnover of assessment community officials, annual legislative changes impacting the assessment function, 
continuing changes in technology, moving market places that cause assessments to be adjusted, and increased pressure on 
the real property tax as a funding source. All of these issues manifest themselves in the need for ORPS staff to provide 
consulting services to locai governments, to keep the property tax functioning. ORPS has done a tremendous job in recent 
years of providing these services in an environment of strained resources. 

Population Served:
 
Taxpayers of the State, including individual citizens and businesses. Local governments that rely upon the real property tax,
 
including the counties, cities, towns and school districts. Various State agencies that ultimately use assessments, in
 
conjunction with equalization rates, for a variety of fiscal measures and formulas (e.g. - School Aid, Municipal revenue sharing,
 
tax and debt limits).
 

Performance Measures: 
100% The percentage of assessors in the State that meet certification standards. 

Customer satisfaction rating of ORPS regional products and services provided to the assessment community: 

63% Overall ORPS customer satisfaction rating 
92% Regional Customer Relationship Manager (CRM) 
74% Pre-decisional collaboration (PDC) on market conditions and LOA 

Percent LOAs accepted as equalization rate: 
2006 91% 2004 61% 
2007 67% 2003 76% 
2006 66% 2002 63% 
2005 62% 2001 47% 

Number of rate complaints: 
. 2006 6 2004 29 1994 236 

2007 11 2003 60 1993 279 
2006 15 2002 87 1992 286 
2005 23 2001 46 1991 355 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Local Support - General support
 

Mandate:
 
Section 202 (e) RPTL states that the State Board shall have the general supervision of the function of assessing throughout the
 
state, and Section 202 (I) states in part that the State Board shall advise and assist assessors and other officials whose duties
 
relate to assessments.
 

Mandated Funding Level:
 
None.
 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
This program provides a variety of services to local governments to assist them in the local administration of the property tax.
 
The agency provides oversight, guidelines and approval of tax maps prepared by counties for use in real property tax
 
administration. It prepares and distributes a multi-volume manual for iocal government assessors to Use for guidance in their
 
assessment administration duties. Counsel's office issues Opinions of Counsel offering interpretations of real property tax
 
administration statutes for use by local government attorneys and assessment administrators. Also in this program are
 
Geographic Information Systems services including the School District Income Verification effort which ensures the accuracy of
 
income reportin~ for aid to education purposes.
 

Issues: 
There is a constant turnover of assessment community officials, annual legislative changes impacting the assessment function, 
continuing changes in technology, moving market places that cause assessments to be adjusted, and increased pressure on 
the real property tax as a funding source. All of these issues manifest themselves in the need for ORPS staff to provide 
consulting services to local governments to keep the property tax functioning. ORPS has done a tremendous job in recent years 
of providing these services in an environment of strained resources. 

Population Served:
 
Taxpayers of the State, inclUding individual citizens and businesses. Local governments that rely upon the real property tax,
 
including the counties, cities, towns and school districts. Various State agencies that ultimately use assessments, in
 
conjunction with equalization rates, for a variety of fiscal measures and formulas (e.g. - School Aid, Municipal revenue sharing,
 
tax and debt limits).
 

Performance Measures: 



Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Local Support ~ STAR 

Mandate:
 
Section 425 of the RPTl mandates the STAR exemption program and section 1306-b of the RPTl mand.ales the Middle Class STAR rebale program,
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
The STAR exemption provides a partial exemption from schoollaxes for a taxpayer's primary residence. The agency is responsible for establishing STAR
 
exemption amounts each year for every city and town, and providing advice, explanations and answers 10 taxpayers and others regarding STAR. The agency
 
collects and audUs school tax apportionment dala and annually certifies more than $2.6 billion of STAR reimbursement requests from school districts. The
 
Middle Class STAR rebate program provides property tax rebate checks for taxpayers that receive a STAR exemption and have an income of less than'
 
$250,000, The agency is responsible for providing the Department of Tax and Finance with information on every property owner that has a STAR exemption.
 
Section 425 was enacted in 1988 and section 1306~b was enacted in 2006.
 

Issues:
 
The successful implementatlon of the Middle Class STAR rebate program retles on precise coordination of data and information between the local assessing
 
unit, ORPS and the Department of Tax and Finance. A coordinated statewide system for tracking properties and property owners that are eligible for the
 
STAR exemption and the rebate program would be beneficial" 

Population Served:
 
The 3.3 million taxpayers that receive a STAR exemption and the 3 million taxpayers that receive Middle Class STAR rebate checks every
 
year, The local governments, the Department of Tax and Finance and the Education Department.
 

Performance Measures:
 
Establishment of STAR exemption amounts at least 20 days prior to tentative roll date, The establishment of recertified STAR exemption amounts at least 20
 
days prior to school levy. The transmillal of data for taxpayers with STAR exemptions to the Department of Tax and Finance within 15 days of receipt from
 
the local assessor.
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Local Support ~ Training and Certification of Local Assessment Officials 

Mandate:
 
Section 308·336, RPTL Assessors and Assessor Training
 
Sections 350-364, RPTL Assessors and Assessor Training In Cities with Population of 5 mlllion or more
 
Section 523, RPTL Administrative Review of Assessments (Board of Assessment Review)
 
Section 1530. RPTL County Directors of Real Property Tax Services '
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None. 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
The Real Property Tax law was amended in 1970 to require the State Board to establish minimum quallficalion standards, as well as training and certification 
programs for appointed assessors, county directors of real property tax services and professional appraisal personnel. Statute was further amended In 1982 
to include elected assessors and assessor candidates and In 1986 to add acllng assessors. A 1985 amendment required that Board of Assessment Review 
members attend training at the beginning of their term. An addillonal change to statute in 2005 required a training and certification program for NYC 
assessors. 

Office of Real Property Services (ORPS) staff currently administer a training and certification program for approximately 1500 assessors, county directors and 
real property appraisers. Staff reviews qualifications for prospective appointed assessors and county directors to ensure they meet the minimum qualification 
standards. The State Board of Real Property Services adopted training and certification rule amendments for assessors and county directors (excluding New 
York City) effective October 1, 2007. The most significant additlon to the basic courses is an ethics component. Not only are new assessors and directors 
reqUired to take this component, but all assessors and county directors are also requIred to take this component as a recertification requirement upon 
commencing a new term of office. The Ethics requirement must be met wllhin one year of talting office. The basic training must be completed over the 
course of three years to obtain certification as an assessor and within four years for a county director of real property tax services. Sale elected and 
appointed assessors and county directors are also required to complete 24 hours of continuing education on an annual basis. ORPS staff also handles the 
reimbursement for these assessment offiCials for tuition and travel and lodging expenses associated with the educatlonal reqUirements. Failure to attain and 
maintain certification Is grounds for removal from office. 

Assessors In NYC, for the most part, are In the final stages leading to certification to meet the April 1, 2009 Imposed by statute. There Is no conllnuing 
education requirement for NYC assessors. 

Some of the training is developed and taught by ORPS staff and some is available from external sources such as the lAAO and the NYS Assessors 
Association (NYSAA). Appraisal training approved by the Department of State and offered by numerous educallonal organizations Is also acceptable. 

Newly appointed or reappointed Board of Assessment Review (BAR) members must attend required training sessions. which are offered annually by the 
county directors of real property tax services. ORPS staff updates the course content annually to incorporate any changes affecting BAR matters. prOVides 
course materials to county directors and maintains BAR member training records. There are approximately 3900 BAR members. 

Issues:
 
Although the number of elected assessors has decreased significantly In recent years, 14% of the assessing unlts with training requirements have three~
 

member boards of elected assessors. This Imposes a proportionately greater training burden - as well as financial burden - on ORPS and New York State.
 
Elected assessors are also not subject to the minimum quallficallon standards.
 

Population Served:
 
Local government officials (assessors, county directors, local assessment staff, app~isers). Taxpayers.
 

Performance Measures:
 
A revIsed training and certification program was developed for assessors and county directors (excluding NYC) with an effective dale of October 1, 2007. The
 
new Ethics requirement necessllated the offering of 27 classes between August 2007 and September 2008 (16 were ORPS sponsored and 11 were offered
 
by the NYS Assessors Association). Six ORPS sponsored Ethics classes wefe also offered in NYC. less than 10% of the assessors and county directors
 
statewide have failed to take an Ethics course as of September 3D, 2008.
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET 

Program: Annual Reassessment Aid 

Mandate: 
1573, RPTL 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
Annual Aid was first available in 1999 and provides for an aid payment of up 10 $5 per parcel annually. In order \0 receive Annual Aid, a munlclpatily must: 

~ Annually conduct a systematic analysis of atllocally assessed properties; 
- Annually revise assessments where necessary \0 maintain the assessmenllevel at 100% of market value; 
~ implement a program 10 physically inspect and re-appraise each property alleas! once every 6 years; and 
• Comply with applicable statutes and rules. 

Annual Aid participation has increased dramatically since lIs inception, with over 214 assessing units reassessing annually as of the 2007 roll. The 
goal of this aid program is to encourage municipalities to conduct reassessments, which result In more equitable and understandable assessments for the 
taxpayers. 

Since the inception of the program, $38,549,163 in Annual Aid has been paid. 

Issues: 
None. 

Population Served:
 
Local government officials, taxpayers
 

Performance Measures: 
Assessment # of Assessing Unlts 
Roll Aid $ Paid Receiving Annual Aid 

1999 $1,023,125 17 
2000 $2,237,450 99 
2001 $3,448,948 158 
2002 $4,856,120 222 
2003 $5,405,990 219 
2004 $5,813,345 253 
2005 $5,398,930 247 
2006 $5,660,003 248 
2007 $4,705,160 214 
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Attachment C 

New York Siale Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Triennia! Aid 

Mandate:
 
1573, Real Property Tax Law
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
Triennial Aid in Us current formal was first available 10 municipalities in 1999. This aid is available once every three years and provides for a payment of up 10
 
$5 per parcel. In order to receive Triennial Aid, a municipality must assess all property at 100% of markel value, meel standards of quality assessment
 
administration and conduct a complete physical inspection and appraisal of all parcels on the assessment roll.
 

This aid program helps to defray Ihe local costs of maintaining up~lo·dale and equilable assessment practices and is geared towards assessing units wishing 
to reassess periodically, bul not on an annual basis. Since the inception of the program, $8,913,580 In Triennial Aid has been paid. 

Issues: 
Chapter 655 of the Laws of 2004 imposed a sunset of 2008 on this program; however, Chapter 212 of the Laws of 2006 extended this program through 2011.
 
Ills likely that a similar effort will be made by interested parties 10 extend this program beyond the 2011 date.
 

Population Served:
 
Local govemment officials, taxpayers
 

Performance Measures: 
Assessment # of Assessing Units 
Roll Aid $ Paid Receiving Triennial Aid 

1999 $ 553,535 75 
2000 $1,585,764 79 
2001 $1,379,466 80 
2002 $ 812,545 75 
2003 $ 486,210 52 
2004 $1,133,135 75 
2005 $ 798,195 55 
2006 $ 870,870 62 
2007 $1,182,860 81 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Consolidatlon Aid 

Mandate: 
1573. RPTL 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
Consolidation Incentive Aid was first available in 1994 and provides for a one~lime payment of up 10 $7 a parcel for two or more assessing units that either 
combine \0 form a consolldated assessing unlt or coordinate the assessing function by employing a single assessor (or contracting with the county for all 
assessment administration services) and assess all property al the same uniform percentage of value, This program provides incentives for cilies and towns 
to introduce cosl efficiencies, new technology, valuation expertise and a change from parHime \0 fun~lime assessors. 

Issues: 
None. 

Population Served:
 
Local government officials, taxpayers.
 

Performance Measures:
 
Over 17% of New York Slale's city and lown assessing units have participated in this program,
 
Total of $2,380,712 in Consolidation Incentive Aid paid to 64 coordinated assessing units that formerly comprised 145 separate assessing units between 1995
 
and 2007,
 
Currently, there are 62 CAPs comprised of 141 municipalities.
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Attachment C 

New York Slale Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET 

Program: County Aid 

Mandate: 
1573, RPTL 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
This program was first available on the 2001 assessment roll and provides for up \0 a $1 per parcel (one~time) payment. The aid is payable 10 counlies that
 
enler In\o agreements with assessing units to provide exemption services, appraisal services or assessment services, The program was amended In 2004 to
 
expand the covered services 10 include data collection, sales verlficalion and other assessmenl*related services 10 assessing units. A tolal of $127,023 has
 
been paid under this program since its inception.
 

Issues:
 
The low level of payment and the fact thai the aid is only available once has made participation in this program rather limited.
 

Population Served:
 
Local government officials, taxpayers.
 

Performance Measures: 

Counlles Municipalities 
Year Receiving Aid Serviced Aid $ Paid 
2002 5 24 $56,809 
2003 2 4 $ 6,788 
2004 3 4 $15,430 
2005 2 4 $ 8,485 
2006 3 5 $15,245 
2007 4 10 $24,266 
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Attachment C 

New York Slale Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET 

Program: CenlraHzed Property Tax Administration Program (CPTAP) Grants 

Mandate: 
None. 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
The CPTAP grant program was established In the fall of 2007 to encourage county and municipal officials to study reform opportunities for their local property
 
tax systems. The goal of the program is 10 achieve common trealmenl for all parcels in a county, which will translate lnlo a more understandable, equllable
 
and efficient property lax system. Two separate grants were made available to almost every county in the slate. One grant provided a county with the
 
opportunity to study Improvements td- the local system of assessing property. The study was required to include alleast one model for achieving 100 percent
 
assessment and similar standards for all parcels In the county. The first $25,000 was made available to fund the study; a second $25,000 was payable when
 
the completed study had been submilled to the county legislature. The second grant was available to study the Implementation of a countywide database for
 
tax collection and enforcement. At a minimum, the database would include the taxable status and tax and payment history of every real property parcel In
 
the county. The first $25,000 was available to fund the implementation study and the second $25,000 was to help defray the cost of implementation for Ihose
 
counHes opting to develop a common tax collection database. To date, $2,400,000 has been paid under this program and there is the potential of an
 
additional $2,400,000 to be paid in the coming months.
 

Issues:
 
None. Applications are no longer being accepted under this grant program.
 

PopUlation Served:
 
Local government officials, taxpayers.
 

Performance Measures: 
51 counties awarded assessing study grants 
45 counties awarded tax collection grants 
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Attachment C 

New York Slale Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: STAR Administration Aid 

Mandate:
 
Aid for local governments to administer the STAR exemption program has been included in the state budget each year since 1999.
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
The STAR exemption provides a partial exemption from school taxes for a taxpayer's primary residence. The STAR program was started In 1998 and each
 
year since 1999 the stale has provided aid 10 local governments for administering the exemption program. In 1999 the tolal aid was $12.0 mlllion dollars.
 
Thai amount of aid declined each year through 2005, and in 2005 was 4,5 million dollars. In 2006 the STAR rebale program was started and the local aid was
 
increased to 5.0 million dollars for 2006 and 2007. In 200Bthe aid was 3.267 mlllion dollars.
 

Issues: 
The aid program was started because of the additional work associated with over 2,5 million property owners applying for the STAR exemption in the inllial
 
year. The work associated with the STAR exemption is now routine and it may no longer be appropriate to provide aid to localities for performing this function.
 

Population Served:
 
The program provides aid to every city, town and county in the state.
 

Performance Measures: 
Aid is distributed within 90 days of the passage of the state budget. 
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Attachment C 

New York Slale Office of Real Property Services 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET 

Program: Railroad Infrastructure Aid 

Mandate: RPTL Title 2~A Section 489 W 

Mandated Funding Level: Yes
 
Appropriations are changed each year. As we go forward the appropriations will need 10 be Increased.
 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
Legislation was originally proposed In 2000 to reduce the railroad real property taxes. The legislation was signed lnlo Law in 2002 and dealt with the railroad 
cellings and state aid for the years 2003~2012. The legislation reduced the railroad property taxes by approximately 45% and the slale aid was \0 cushion the 
impact on local government. The reductions In railroad cellings and the stale aid reimbursemen\ Is defined In Section 489MW. This legislation was enacted for 
the Railroad Companies to increase the Investment In their infrastructure. 

Issues:
 
Stale Aid was to be paid for the years 2003~2012 at certain percentages. This has been done for the years 2003~2007. Future reductions could cause
 
hardships with Local Government since the state aid provided is for the loss of revenue by Local Government as a result of the reduction in railroad taxes.
 

Population Served:
 
Local Government (400 clUes/towns/villages/ school districts)
 

Performance Measures: 
Payments are made October 1 of each year to the school dislricts(approx. 130) and counties (approx.42 ) who distribute the state aid, 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Properly Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Training Reimbursement (New York CUy) 

Mandate:
 
Sections 350-364, RPTL Assessors and Assessor Training in Cities with Populatlon of 5 million Of more
 

Mandated Funding Level:
 
None,
 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
The Real Property Tax Law was amended in 2005· to require a basic training and certification program for New York City assessors in the Department of
 
Finance. Effective April 1, 2006 assessors serving within NYC must complete a basic course of training that includes the following components: assessment
 
admlnistratation, dala collecllon fundamentals, real property appraisal fundamentals, income property valuation fundamentals, advanced income property
 
valuation, ethics, mass appraisal fundamentals and computer-assisted mass appraisal modeling. In 2007, a statutory change expanded the number of
 
assessors subject to training to those In the Department of Law and the Tax Commission and extended the deadline for certincallon. Office of Real Property
 
Services (ORPS) staff currenl1y administer a training and certincallon p.rogram for approximately 150 assessors in New York City.
 

Issues:
 
In order to retain their poslUons, tenured civil servants with specialized responsibilities are required to pursue a training program and obtain certlficallon by
 
April 2009. Most of the assessors have been employed In NYC in the assessor Iitle for more than 5 years and many have 20 ye~rs or more of experience.
 
The certification and training program In place for upstate assessors was Intended to prOVide on-the-Job training for appointed and elected assessors who may
 
have minimal experience and multiple responsib11ilies - as such, the courses used to meet the reqUired training components for upstate assessors are not
 
appropriate for assessors In NYC.
 

Population Served:
 
Local government officials, taxpayers
 

Performance Measures: 
The majority of assessors In NYC's Department of Finance will be certified by Apri12009. Training for assessors in the Department of Law and Tax 

--Gomr:nlssion-wiU-begln-this-faUI _ 
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Attachment C 

New Yorl< State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Training Reimbursement (non NYC) 

Mandate:
 
Section 308-336, RPTL Assessors and Assessor Training
 
Section 523, RPTL Administrative Review of Assessments (Board of Assessment Review)
 
Section 1530, RPTl County Directors of Real Property Tax Services
 

Mandated Funding Level:
 
None.
 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
The Real,Property Tax law was amended in 1970 to require the Slate Board to establish minimum qualificaUon standards, as well as training 
and certification programs for appointed assessors, county directors of real property lax services and professional appraisal personneL Statute 
was further amended in 198210 include elected assessors and assessor candidates and In 1986 to add acting assessors. A 1985 amendment 
required that Board of As~essment Review members attend training at the beginning of their term. 

Office of Real Property Services (ORPS) staff currently administer a training and certification program for approximately 1500 assessors, county 
directors and real property appraisers. Staff reviews qualifications for prospecllve appointed assessors and county directors to ensure they 
meet the minimum qualification standards. Once appointed or elected, an assessor must complete a basic course of training over the course of 
three years to obtain certificaUon as an assessor. County directors have similar requirements but are required to take two add1l10nal courses. 
They have four years \0 complete their basic certification program. Sole elected and appointed assessors and county directors are also 
required to complete 24 hours of continuing education on an annual basis. Courses are offered In several training formals ~ classroom, self 
study and web·based. ORPS slaff also handles the reimbursement for these assessment officials for tullion and travel and lodging expenses 
associated with the educational requirements. Some of the training is developed and taught by ORPS staff and some is available from external 
sources such as Ihe lAAO and the NYS Assessors Association (NYSAA). Appraisal training approved by the Department of State and offered 
by numerous educational organizations is also acceptable. In the fall of 2007, State Board rules Were amended to require that all assessors 
and county directors take an Ethics class. 

Newly appointed or reappointed Board of Assessment Review (BAR) members must allend required training sessions, which are offered
 
annually by the county directors of real property tax services. ORPS staff updates the course content annually 10 Incorporate any changes
 
affecllng BAR mailers, provides course materials to county directors and maintains BAR member training records. There are approximately
 
3900 BAR members.
 

Issues: 
Although the number of elected assessors has decreased significantly In recent years, 14% of the assessing unlts with training requirements 

,- have~three;member boards' of"elected -a ssessors:-This"lmposes-aproportionatelygreatertrainingburden - as-well-a sfinanclal·burden- on .. 
ORPS and New York Stale. Elected assessors are also not subject to the minimum quallficallon standards. 

Population Served: 
Local govemment offiCials (assessors, county directors, loc'al assessment staff, appraisers). Taxpayers. 

Performance Measures: 
In 2007, ORPS sponsored 27 different courses (160 class offerings). 982 Individuals participated in this training In a classroom seltlng, 86 
opted for self~sludy and 226 took web~based courses. 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Property Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Enhanced CAP Aid 

Mandate:
 
Chapler 216 of the laws of 2005
 

Mandated Funding Level: 
!'Jone 

Brief Description/History/Background:
 
Chapler 216 of the Laws of 2005 provided an additional payment of $5 per parcel 10 members of new coordinated assessment programs (CAP) or new
 
members of existing coordinated assessment programs in 2006, 2007 or 2008. This aid supplemented the Consolidation Incentive Aid available 10 members
 
of new CAPS or new members of existing CAPS. The intent of this aid program was 10 improve the efficiency of the assessment program by reducing the
 
number of assessing jurisdictions in New York Stale. Payments tolaling $817,020 were made under this program. The last payment was made in June 2007.
 
This aid program resulted in a significant increase in the number of coordinated assessment programs.
 

Issues: 
None. 

Population Served:
 
Local government officials, taxpayers.
 

Performance Measures: 
Assessment Assessing Units 
RoB Aid $ Paid Receiving AId 

2006 $ 65,325 7 
2007 $522,740 30 
2008 $228,955 21 
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Attachment C 

New York State Office of Real Properly Services
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET
 

Program: Real Property Tax Administration Technology Improvement Program (RPTATIP) Grants 

Mandate: 
'None 

Mandated Funding Level: 
None 

Brief Description/History/Background: 
The RPTAT1P grant program was available for the 2005/06 and 2006/07 fiscal years only. The program was established 10 provide users of parcel level dala 
with more efficient and effective access to Informatlon they need through sharing of parcel level data, advancements In the use of technology and integrated 
real property systems. Three categories of grant projects were ellglble for funding in 2006/07: 

~ Projects to provide taxpayers with inlemet access to assessments, comparable sales, parcel characteristics and olher relaled 
information 

~	 Mulll~purposeonline parcet~related applications that promole the integration and use of parcel data among multiple levels of 
government 

~	 Implementation projects for innovative real property lax administration improvement. 

Issues: 
None, The program is no longer available. 

Population Served:
 
Local government officials, taxpayers.
 

Performance Measures: 
lnf the first year of the program, $2.5 million In grants were awarded 10 42 applicants. In the second year, 58 applicants were awarded grants tolaling $3.5 
million. To date, a Hille over $5.6 mUllan has been paid 10 counUes, cities and towns under this grant program. 
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