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A Seven-Point Vision for Transforming New York State Parks

1. Transforming New York’s flagship parks
2. Promoting healthy, outdoor recreation
3. Connecting people with parks
4. Rejuvenating our world class park system
5. Preserving historic sites and cultural assets
6. Sustaining New York’s natural environment
7. Energizing local economies



A Seven-Year, $900 Million Investment to Transform NYS Parks

3

Funding Sources

• $650M: NY Works ($90+ M annually)

• $135M: State & Federal Grants

• $75M: Federal/Storm Resiliency

• $40M: Private Fundraising
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Accomplishments

Year One:  $89 Million
Year Two:  $90 Million

Year Three :  $90 Million
Year Four:  $110 Million

Total Investment (Years 1-4):  $379 Million

Number of Capital Projects 2012-2015: 230

95% of projects are completed or under construction
Remaining 5% of projects are under design and moving 

toward bidding

109 State Parks & Historic Sites Receiving Improvements



Transforming Our 

New York State Parks System

Highlights
NY Parks 2020
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Transforming New York’s Flagship Parks

• $40 Million Niagara Falls State Park 
Revitalization Plan

• $65 Million Jones Beach State Park 
Revitalization Plan

• $4 Million Letchworth State Park 
Nature Center
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Niagara Falls State Park Revitalization
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Jones Beach State Park Revitalization
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Letchworth State Park
A Nature Center for America’s Best State Park
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• 100 New & Improved Playgrounds 
Planned. 47 completed since 2011

• $2.6 Million Renovation of the 
Riverbank State Park Ice Rink

• $1 million annually in Trail Improvement 
Projects

• Over $7 million in improvements to 
State Park Golf Courses

Promoting Healthy, Active Outdoor Recreation
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New and Improved Playgrounds & Athletic Facilities
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Trail Improvements Connecting Communities and Expanding Recreational Use

Hamilton Point Carriage Road 
Minnewaska State ParkErie Canalway  Bridge, Fort Plain

Saratoga Spa Rte 50 Trail
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Golf Course Improvements

James Baird State Park Golf Course
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• $3.8 Million for Thacher State Park 
Visitor Center

• $13 Million for Seneca Arts & Culture 
Center at Ganondagan State Historic Site

• $1.3 Million for Sensory Garden at 
Planting Fields Arboretum State Historic 
Park

*Each project includes funding from significant private 
fundraising

Connecting People with Parks
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Thacher Park Visitor Center
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Seneca Arts & Culture Center at Ganondagan State Historic Site
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• New and renovated bathhouses throughout 
the system

• Repairing and modernizing basic 
infrastructure, including water, sewer, roads

• $2.8 Million for improvements to State Park 
boat launches and marinas

Rejuvenating our World-Class System



Transforming Our 

New York State Parks System

New & Renovated Bathhouses
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Renovated Bathhouse at Franklin D. Roosevelt State Park
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Repairing and Modernizing Infrastructure:  Water, Sewer, Roads

Chenango Valley State Park
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Repairing and Modernizing Infrastructure:  Water, Sewer, Roads

Thacher Lot After FDR Lot Before
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Renovating Marinas and Boat Launches

Left:  New Boathouse at Keewaydin State Park 
Right:  Repairs to Mills-Norrie Marina
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• $3 Million for Restorations to Staatsburgh 
State Historic Site

• Renovating Historic Features of State Parks

• Restoring Cultural Assets 

Preserving our Historic Sites and Cultural Assets
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Preserving Staatsburgh State Historic Site
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Restoring Cultural Assets and Connecting to our Past

Rock Island State Park Lighthouse
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• $35 million for Roberto Clemente State 
Park transformation and storm resiliency 
projects

• $2.4 million allocated since 2013 for Solar 
Installations in 12 parks; the largest is a 
$1.7 million 500-kilowatt system at Robert 
Moses State Park.

• $500 thousand for East River State Park 
Shoreline Restoration

Sustaining New York’s Natural Environment
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Transforming and Strengthening Roberto Clemente State Park
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Rebuilding East River State Park’s Shoreline
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Solar Panel Installation Advancing Sustainability Goals
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Energizing Local Economies

• $3 Million for the Walkway Over the 
Hudson Elevator

• $15 Million to Transform Buffalo Harbor 
State Park

• Improved facilities and services attracting 
more visitors, more business 
opportunities and more jobs 
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Connecting Visitors to Popular Tourist Attractions
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Revitalizing Buffalo Harbor

http://i1.wp.com/buffalorising.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/Playground-Buffalo-NY-harbor-4.jpg
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Governor Cuomo’s NY Parks 2020 Plan—Positive Impact Felt Across the State
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NY Parks 2020: Moving Forward

• Continue to plan and design capital 
projects for execution in each fiscal year 
of the NY Parks 2020 Plan

• Continue to work with partners to 
identify, advance and raise private funds 
for signature projects

• Continue to implement strategies to meet 
the needs of an increasing number of 
visitors within fiscal constraints


